The first 3 pages are old photos of Croatian businesses found in various places around 
Watsonville. The others are signs showing Croatian surnames, all taken by Tom Ninkovich 
between 2003 and 2017, while he was living in Watsonville to research the Croatian 
diaspora in the area. 
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Scurich Bros. Fruit Packers and Shippers in Watsonville. Not sure of the location. They built a packing house on Alexander St. in 
the early 1890s, and then moved it to Fourth St. (W. Lake Ave. today) at the depot in 1898. The brothers at this time were Luke 
Scurich (1864-1932), Steve Scurich (1868-1944) and Antone Scurich (1875-1939), all born in Cilipi, Austria (today in Croatia). The 
4th brother, Peter Scurich (1876-1956), had not yet immigrated. Photo from Mary Scurich Farris of Watsonville. Copied in 2003. 
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Secondo Bros. Fruit Packers & Shippers in Watsonville. The exact location is not known but probably on Rodriguez St. near the 
river. Mato “Martin” Secondo (1851-1930) brought his entire family to Watsonville between 1892, when he arrived, and 1901 
when his youngest children and his wife arrived. The 4 oldest brothers started this company. They were Joseph (1877-1967), 
John (1879-1899), Martin (1880-1967) and Louis (1882-1930). Later were Mitchell (1884-1946) and Peter (1890-1976). They 
were all born in Lovorno, Konavle. The mother was Mary Radin (1851-1917) who was born in Mihanici, Konavlie. The original 
surname was spelled Sekondo. Photo from the Borina Estate photos located at Pajaro Valley Historical Assn. archive in 
Watsonville. Scanned in 2008. 





Alaga Bros. packing shed on Walker St, just south of W. Beach St. in Watsonville, CA. Destroyed by fire in 1927. The Alaga 
brothers who owned this business were Nick (1874-1935) and Paul (1877-1957), both born in Bani, Konavle. Photo from Nita 
Jano Vidak of Watsonville, their niece. Scanned in Sept. 2003. 





Vlautin & Vojvodich Co. and J.S. Sambrailo Co., fruit packing plants in Watsonville. CA, around 1918. Nick Vlautin (1870-1922) 
was born in Gabrile, Konavle, as Niko Viahutin. Cannot identify Vojvodich. Jakob “Jack” Sambrailo (1884 -1929) was born in 
MakoSe, Zupa. He was not related to the other Sambrailos in Watsonville. Source of photo unrecorded. Scanned in 2005. 
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Resetar Bros. Fruit Packers and Shippers, Watsonville. Antone Resetar (1885-1971) was the first of the four Resetar 
brothers to arrive in Watsonville (around 1900). Because Antone was the oldest, he had to return to Konavle to take care 
of his aging parents. After they died, he returned to Watsonville with his family in the late 1920s. Meanwhile, the other 3 
brothers became fruit brokers and were very successful. Those brothers were Marko “Michael” (1887-1970), Miho 
“Mitchell” (1889-1967) and Luka “Louis” (1892-1973). They were all born in Cilipi, Austria (today: Croatia). Photo from 
William Resetar of Watsonville, son of Louis. Scanned in 2010. 
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NMB Brand of Nicholas M. Borina (1889-1949), born in Osojnik, Austria (today near Dubrovnik, Croatia). He immigrated 
in 1900 at age 11, to his aunt in San Francisco. By 1910 he was in Watsonville. He married Lucy Secondo in Watsonville 
in 1917. This cold storage warehouse was located off of Riverside Road, east of Watsonville. Photo from the Borina 
Estate photos, located in the Pajaro Valley Historical Assn. archive in Watsonville. Scanned in 2008. 





Alaga Lane off of Amesti Road near Watsonville. Named for 
Peter Alaga (1898 -1981) who was born in Bani, Konavle, 
and who owned land and a house in this area. His son, Nick 
Alaga (1936-2009) lived on this street. The house in the 
background is not an Alaga house. 


Bencich Lane off of Amesti Road near Watsonville. There 
were 2 Bencich brothers in Watsonville; not sure who the 
lane is named after. Original: Bencic from the island of 
Brac. 





Braycovich Ranch sign. The Peixoto Co. was leasing this land 
for agricultural purposes. The sign is there so that their workers 
can more easily find their work assignments. Named for George 
Braycovich, born Duro Brajkovic in Zastolje in 1909. Died 1995 
in Watsonville. Off of Holohan Road, near Watsonville. 





Buak Fruit Co. off of Green Valley Road near Watson- 
ville. William Buak (1893 San Jose, CA - 1985 
Watsonville; father: Nicholas Bujak (1865 Orasac - 
1905 San Jose). 


Butier no longer has a connection with this 
company but the sign is still there off of 
Varni Road near Watsonville. The Bulich 
Bros. were Antone (1912-1987) and Mitchell 
(1922-2017) both born in or near Watson- 
ville. Their father was Steve Bulich born 
1873 in Brsecine, Primorje. The Butier 
partner was Nick Butier (1895-1972) born in 
Drvenik, Konavle. 
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Greg Caput was running for Watsonville City Council in Jan “Jackie” Copriviza was born in 1962 in Watsonville 
April 2004, when this photo was taken. He won that and is a real estate agent in Santa Cruz Co. Her parents 
election, and in 2010 was elected to the Santa Cruz Co. are Tony Lipanovich of Lumbarda, Korcula, and Mary 
Board of Supervisors representing the Watsonville district. Cumo of Moéiéi, Konavle. She is married to Peter 
Greg was born in Watsonville in 1950. His father William Copriviza whose ancestor was Koprivica from Gruda. 


Caput was born as Baldo Caput in 1892 in Mrcine. 





Franich Drive off of East Lake Ave., north of Marty Franich Ford in Watsonville, CA. Martin “Marty” Franich (1912- 





Watsonville. This is in a relatively new 1989) started this business. His son, Steven “Rocky” Franich ran it 
develpment area. The land was an apple for many years, and sold it in 2016. Marty’s father was Mato “Martin” 
orchard for years, owned by one of the Franich, born in Cilipi 1887 and immigrated to Watsonville in 1903. 
Franiches whose ancestors were from Cilipi. The Franié surname has died out in Cilipi. 
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This mural says “F.B. Brand. Pajaro Martin John Franich (1907-1974) was the son of John Franich 
Valley Apples. Dedicated by Bess and who was born in Cilipi in 1885. This housing development was 
Anthony Franich & Family. Franich built on land that his family owned. Ann Soldo was born Ann 
Bros.” The Franich brothers were John Matiasevich in Watsonville in 1920. Her father was Nicholas 
(1885-1944) and Martin (1887-1972), Matiasevich, born in Popovici in 1882. Ann Soldo was mayor 
both born in Cilipi. Anthony (1911- of Watsonville in the 1980s. [original: Franic; MatijaSevic] 


1995) was John’s son. 





Gera Court north of Watsonville, near Pinto Lake. There were Gizdich Ranch, northeast of Watsonville, off of 
several Geras in Watsonville, all born in Gromaca, Primorje. Not Peckham Road. The farm of Vincent Gizdich (1929- 


sure which Gera this is named after. 
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Kalich Ranch, a few miles east of Watsonville. This land 
was either leased from the Kalich family or was once 
owned by the Kalich family, and “Kalich Ranch” is now 
used to identify it. Miho Kalaci¢ was born in Cilipi In 1884, 
immigrated to Watsonville around 1902, and changed his 
name to Mitchell Kalich. He was an elected Alderman in 
Watsonville in the late 1920s and early 1930s. 








2002) whose father, Vincent, was born in Klis, Austria 
(today, Croatia) in 1898. Today it is owned by Nita 
Korach Gizdich, Vincent’s widow, and her son Vincent, 
Jr. [original: Gizdic] 





Peter Gulermovich (1925-2005) was born and raised in 
Watsonville. His father, Andrew, was born in 1880 in Obod, 
near Cavtat. PONY League is a national non-profit youth 
baseball organization. [original: Guljelmovic] 





Viaho “Charlie” Kralj was born in Dunave, Konavle, in 1895 and This street was named for Anna Alaga Kralj 
immigrated to Watsonville before WWI. He married Anna Alaga (1910-1980). She was born in Watsonville and 
whose parents were born in Konavle. This street was within their her parents were born in Konavie. She married 
farm property, which was subdivided in the late 1950s. Charlie Charlie Kralj and this street was within their farm 


died in 1997 at the age of 101. 


property, which was subdivided in the late 1950s. 





Nicholas Lane, northeast of Watsonville off of Lakeview Road. 
Nicholas Kralj (1933-2000), the son of Charlie Kralj, had property 
in this area. When the area was further developed, the lane was 


named for him. 
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A law firm on Alexander Street in Watsonville. William Bachan 
(1926-2017) was born in Watsonville. His father and his 
mother’s father were born in Konavle. His mother was born in 
Santa Cruz, CA. William Marinovich was born in Watsonville 
in 1931. His paternal grandparents were both born near 
Dubrovnik. [Bacan of Komaji; Marinovic of Pridvorje] 
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Marinovich Cold Storage in Pajaro, a small town 
across the river from Watsonville. Started by Ivo 
“Jack” Marinovich (1887-1967) born in Pridvorje. His 
descendants still run it. Distantly related to the two 
other Marinovich families who are in Watsonville. 


Arch above the front door of the Lettunich Building in 
downtown Watsonville, CA, in 2004. Located at Main and 
Beach streets. The building was built by the Lettunich 
cousins, Mateo (1857-1938) and M.N. (1864-1955), both 
born in Mihanici, Konavle. 





Marinovich Community Center. Run by the City of Watsonville, 
offering free classes and activities, mostly to young people. 
This land was donated to the City of Watsonville by the 
Marinovich family. The original Marinovich ancestor of this 
family was Filip Marinovich (1864-1938) born in Pridvorje, 
Konavle. 





Pista Co. at 2276 Freedom Blvd., west of Watsonville. 
Started by Miho “Mitchell” Pista (1885-1965), born in 
Ljuta, Konavle. [original: Pista] 


Sign over the main entrance to the old Resetar Hotel on Main St. in 
Watsonville. This hotel was built in 1927 by the Resetar brothers 
(Marko/Michael, Miho/Mitchell and Luka/Louis). They immigrated to 
Watsonville from Cilipi, Austria (today in Croatia) between 1901 
and 1908. It was a very high class hotel in its day. Today it is a 
residential hotel, housing formerly homeless people, and no longer 
owned by the Resetar family. [original: Resetar] 





Resetar Bros. farming headquarters at 480 W. Beach St. in 
Watsonville. These are the same brothers mentioned in the above 
text. 





The former home of Peter Marko “P.M.” Resetar at 34 
W. Lake Ave. in Watsonville. He was born in Cilipi in 
1871, and arrived in Watsonville around 1893. He was 
distantly related to the 3 Resetar brothers who came 
later (See text above). His initials (P.M.R.) are imprinted 
into the concrete at the top step of the house (see red 
arrow in left photo). 





One of the Sambrailo warehouses in Watsonville. 
Pero “Peter” Sambrailo (1852-1921) was born in 
Zastolje, Konavie. He was in California in the 1870s 
and became a U.S. citizen in 1884 in Jackson, CA. 
He returned to Konavlie and married Stane Miloglav in 
1900 in Plocice. Their first child, Viaho “Charles”, was 
born in 1901 in Zastolje. They then immigrated to 
Angels Camp, CA, where two other sons were born 
(William in 1906 and John “Jake” in 1908). The family 
then moved to Watsonville around 1910. Charles 
went into business with Antone “A.L.” Scurich in 
March 1924. They sold real estate, insurance, and 
packers’ supplies. They later split the business, with 
Scurich taking the insurance part, and Sambrailo 
taking the packers’ supplies. Charles’ son, William 
(1927-2004) eventually joined the packing supply 
business. Today William’s sons, Mark and Michael 
run the business. 





Stephen Scurich since 1884. For years, this sign was located on Freedom 
Blvd., west of Watsonville. It was removed a few years ago by Stephen’s 
grandson, John Scurich, who now owns the property. Steve Scurich 
(1868-1944) arrived in Watsonville around 1888, a few years after his 
brother, Luke. Original: Skurié from Cilipi, Austria eden dl in eaealle) 
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Scurich Insurance Services, 320 E. Lake Ave, Watsonville. Started Ut IKE A, scl JRICH 
in the 1920s by Antone L. Scurich (1898-1959), born in Watsonville, NTONE L.SCURICK 
son of Luke Scurich who immigrated to Watsonville around 1886. (Re MICHA il G. Sf KU @y € 
Antone’s son, Luke “Bud” Scurich (1932-2010) owned this business [#5 yas) $e th ns ec 
for many years. Today it is run by Bud’s sons, Tony and Mike. [zie Fastcstecak’ ties 
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P.A. Scurich & Sons, on the corner of Carlton Rd. and Thompson Rad, east of Watsonville. 
Peter A. Scurich (1876-1956) was the youngest of the 4 Scurich brothers to immigrate to 
Watsonville. This property is now owned by Jim Scurich, Peter’s grandson. 
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Scurich Bros. elie and fam on Thompson Rd., east of Watsonville. This company is run 
by modern-day Scurich brothers, Mark and Bill, grandsons of Peter A. Scurich (1876-1956). 
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The pickup of Luke “Bud” Scurich (1932-2010), grandson of 
Luke Scurich (1864-1932), the first of 4 Scurich brothers to 
immigrate to Watsonville. Notice that the pickup was sold 
by Marty Franich, grandson of Mato “Martin” Franich (1887- 
1972). Skuri¢ and Franic were both from the village of 
Cilipi, in Austria (today in Croatia). 





Scurich Road, northeast of Watsonville. 
This road leads to the Scurich property 
owned by the family of Luke “Bud” Scurich 
(1932-2010). Bud’s pickup can be seen 
above, at the end of this road. The house 
and farm in this photo does not belong to 
the Scurich family. 


Secondo Way located near Pajaro, a small 
town across the river from Watsonville. 


This was named either for one of the 
Secondo brothers who immigrated to 
Watsonville from Lovorno, Konavle. Or for 
John Secondo (1882-1933) who was also 
born in Lovorno but not related to the 
brothers. But not sure which one. 
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Ann Soldo Elementary School, in the north part of Watson- Peter L. Stolich, Grower Shipper. Located on W. Beach St., 
ville. Ann Matiasevich Soldo (1920-2011) was a school south of downtown Watsonville. This was the office of David 
teacher, and mayor of Watsonville in the 1980s. Her father, Stolich (1940-2013), son of Peter “Longo” Stolich (1909- 
Nick Matiasevich (1882-1920) was born in Popovici, 1995), and grandson of Peter P. Stolich (1875-1946) who 
Konavle. This school was named for Ann during her lifetime. was born in Cilipi and immigrated to Watsonville around 
Original is MatijaSevic of Popovici. 1900. 


David Stolich’s barn, on Condit Lane, 
off of E. Lake Ave., north of Watson- 
ville. See photo above. 





Steve Zupan (1914-2011), in the photo, had 
his father’s label painted on one of the 
buildings of Apple Growers Ice & Cold 

Storage Co. on W. Beach St. in Watsonville. 

The main building of this company burned in 

2011. This building and the rendering of the 

label were not damaged in the fire but were 

destroyed when all buildings on the property 
were torn down in 2012. In 2017 the entire 
property was a vacant lot. 


“Lucich” in the company name refers to 
John J. Lucich (1891-1975), born in Mrcevo. 


Steve said that the label originally belonged 
to Nick Ducich (1871-1927) who returned to 
his home village of Mrcevo and died there. 
Ducich was originally Dupcic. 


Steve’s father was Miho “Mitchell” Zupan 
(1881-1948), born in Cilipi. 
Original is Zupan. 


Photo: 2010. 





